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with Elder che Mone President 
(; ofthe Southern States Mission, was recently published in the Atlanta 
writer and the editor of the paper ‘ate ‘deserting of credit: 
Who have been collecting here 
where there ia much marryiig and marryings 
belag the anndal departing dhy for the Saints, one hundred: and, 
fate constituted the-company she Mermon missionaries hathgathéred togethent! 
Chattencoga.is the point at which all the proselyted rendesvous beidre 
in / an their joutney, and Eider. John Morgan, who bas dharge ef the 
ing im the south, iepends & great! deal of bis time bers 
tell the readers f The Constitution. something about Mormeniam, their 
mode of procedute, treatment by their: opponents, progress in ther 
beta, your, coareapoadent callad on Elder Morgan the Florentine“ 
and found him im the praper imeod en anbésomihg Mu- 
is apleasant spoken gentlemun, sad ‘answered. alliquestions | witha 
denoted true and reGined: gentleman His master 
in nch that aue cannot help feeling at home when enjoying his 
and. his warm, hend- shake will make him friends om 
making knowmour mission, whieb, was to learn and publish all, we coulf 
about the work/of the Mormon Elders in she ‘south, the Elder 
the follosting information, which is given in his —— 
bao! Wartet Io Klage MORGAN'S, Muba— 
Southern States Missiun comprises sixtoen 
as the Southern States, with headquarters at Chattanoogs, . 
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Mission is divided into Conferences, each State being a Conference, which is 
in turn subdivided into Districts. One Elder presides over the entire 
Mission, and each Conference has a presiding Elder who directs the labors of 


ers traveli bou fi 


ting as to numbers. .. We find that from five to fifteen. Elders bave to be 


ation of leading Elders. The missionaries are men called from the various 
avocations of life: merchants, farmers, mechanies,-day-laborers, etc. 


oneatly believe be. 
pay way out she defray their expenses while out. On 
arriving at-headquarters of the Mission they are assigned to fields of labor 
an tex berfewed one being placed with one who has been in the ‘fidld from 
six to twelve months. 4 two and two, asa rule, without purse and 


tha of lhe thet 


— will listen to them. The burden of their song is, The kingdom 5 
bbavon ig at hand have faith, repent of your by turning from them, 
baptised ff the tembiasion of them, and receive the hiylug on of héuds for 
the Höly Ghost The honest: in heart eme forward ‘and are 
baptised,» Brancbcis orgahized, one of their namber selected to-preside over 
it, and the missionaries pass on to a new field, : boiled ulla 
Eldere, rule, do hot use tea eat 2 
tebates;. and maintain total abstinence! in the use of ‘Ter 
endeg vor 1c lead lives oi purity and set a godd example before the’ 
thain taining their.vowa of chastity, belie ving that illivit: interoou 
the sexes; with murder, is one of the unpardonable sina, and — 
Eiders who have been in this Mission in the past six yenre we t the? 
denanos of aby and all men to-addace one single of truthful thut: 
oue of them has stepped aside from the paths of virtue. to the 
whole body of the Church, there are instances; of course, where men and 
women go astray, but they ere the rare exeeption aud bot the Fale; ‘atid. ‘he’ 
crime of séxud) interooursé outside of the marriage relation’ is ‘puftished 
from the Church, and had we thé making ef the civil’ 
inflict the penalty ofidéath. We teach this te the people: 
have been 220 baptisms within the past twelve months; Which; with” 
children blessed; would make an addition of about’ 700 to the Churth’ Ten- 
mee, Virginia and North Carolina yield the greatest’ — 
They are; asa rule, emall ſarmers and mechanics, ‘having —— 
after they dispose of their real estate and persorial! sinigrat 
‘themselves arid makes start in their: 
_own free will and accord, believing it to be a commandment of God, aid! 
being unwilling to endure the peteetation: énd‘coftumely of former friends 
end Christian enn, ‘because Of their adherence to tm 


ons: 10 diiw mredinoh edt un 
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We beelve all the vatious denomiuations—about equally 
divided. Possibly one-half of all our converts have never been members of 
any church. ttre they Thy . — 
and, as a rule, are ) heir before they “condemn. i 
ocheuses 0 we cali turn for Whelter and 
we bring gal ation, and they receive us 9 Our sectarian 


ends it. We have fio right to say or do aught that wonld interfere with’ 
ik obsér vance Of that orted: ‘Man is, and of right should be, free to worship” 
wecdrding'td thé dictates of his own conscience. He who interferes with 

cis ook strikes & blow at the very vitals of freedom. For K | 


7 Know this, that every soul is free, ~ 
T choose his life, aud what beg 
ar ſ— 10 1% od Las 


That Ged will foree ne man to heaven 
The have to encuunter consists in of, 
the objecta and aime we have in view, of the doctrines that we teach une ot 
aut pemonal characters. It shapes itself into correspondence and edi 
in newspapers, sermons in the pulpits, resolutions passed at religious con- 
ventions, threats of personal violence, night raiding by masked men, whip- 
pings, and in one instance assassination, in the case of Elder Joseph Standing, 
who was killed by an armed mob of twelve men in Whitfield Co., Georgia, 
Ant of July, 1879. His murderers are to-day, unpunished for the terrible 
erime. In Clay and Cherokee Counties, North Carolina, a Branch of the 
‘Church wus organized in the same year. Elder Joseph H. Parry, the Travel- 
ity Elder in that District, was taken from his bed by a mob and brutally 
béaten with hickory switches. The houses of the members were raided by 4 
0b led" bye Metbodist minister by the name of Green; the Saints were 
dtagged 106 their beds men, women and children—and cruelly beaten 
With clubs and switches. James Harrison, an aged gentleman, who bad 
tld respect and confidence of the entire community up to the time of 
Fining the Church, was so terribly abused that he lingered a few months 
and died from the effects of the mistreatment he had received. His wife, au 
f _ aged lady of 70 yenrs, carried the marks upon her person upwards of four 
thé ‘of the “whipping that she received upon the same ocedaion. “The 
tire Branch bad the alternative presented to them of forsaking their roli⸗- 
gions faith or their homes and property, and becoming wandering: ontecast 
von the face of the earth, as they were notified they would not be allowed 
to live there. Afootand destitute, they made their way across the country inte 
Georgia, in the vicinity of Cartersville. They were visited by the Eider 
auc with means furnished by their brethren and sisters in Utah—sttaiigess 
vhem, but lovers of humanity- they were emigrated to the settlement of. 
Saints! in Colorado, where they can worship God under their mn vine 
and fig tree, wich nons to molest,or make them afraid. Dom t yon think th 
minister wonld havea job to convert one of ‘Oatolina Raizita’ 
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Many related, but we upon 
— ates arn,” 

„„We would not wish to 
endo orved by the peo 


us p ple 
eir latch strings on | ad er 
has said ' hat be 10 giveth but cup of Vater to 
shall i in nowise is reward,” and may God bless ess and 
noble men and women who have given us drink when, we were if irsty, fe 
us when we were hupary, éared for us when, wo, weary, and protecte 


us when we were in dan 

The effect of the legislation by. was disfranchise all men 
and women whe were or had been living in plural marriage; but inasmuch as 
they were but a fraction of the community, it did‘ not affect the elections in 
the least, the vote after thédisfranchisement standing 22/000 for the Mormon 
ckndidate to Congress; and 4000 for the Gentile candidate, T am not in 4 
position to say how far the law is being obeyed; but would er thut the 


is? 

BY ELDER THOMAS w. to 


Tar Rev. S. Anclieff, DD. a Primitive Methodist in response — 
an invitation of the Wesleyan body, recently delivered a lecture nt Coventry 
in one of the large halle, on “Salt Lake Oity, it; People, Hispory:.etc.” 
lecture was very similar to ihe one noticed ip. the of March 
been agoth places. In consequence of some State ents 

then and @ in they were given, an 


a Copy. :, 
2h Cox Bret Coveney March 17, . 


ons h 


» in tf : Take 
tended more to obnfuse and bewilder your hearers, than to enlighten ox instract them, iu | 
Hein the and lpadess, 
‘expected! You'would surely’ give thé at Cowon 
to boast by dectine” of more récetit duk the 
that had challenge No. 2 been teen, it would have bees 
taken up at once, particularly as the chairman had so eérnéstly expressed his great désird 


hat che principles of Morniotism” really were; doubt there were 
mind: No 1 
dotteinks uf Methodism und totheir 


ander thoes 'citcimstances; I feel justified in dt once iuviting,: 
You etter, ctidllenging, hay dating jou td mest mein large hall Coventey, 
y ** Mormonism.” And ad Methodism’ id as foolialt vain 
— is you, ‘perhaps you! may btrengthien by agresing td the 
being terte the’ question of discussion Methodiain ov. Momo 
che The of the Old und 
to be the rule af evidence. 
br play In the event of your acceptance, you will obige by naming two gentlernen 
opere with me as # emall committee te tanke the necessary arrangemenite 
ol} tegards I, like all other Mormon” preachers, will not reiuiré 
the shape of „ It you cannot Afford to be ns perhaps 
malle to meet the dificnlty. L shall be pleased to-eubseribe my mite 80 
anticipated discussion will not be delayed: Tain quite willing’ te ‘give-you the 
fit of Whatever prejadice your misleading lecture may have: agendered in the pabifie 
tavet of an early reply; be gual, 


TRowas: 
your letter dated ‘March 17th, 


hd kind 


L cannot tell. Tam left only to conjecture 
he of valor, ‘that: t contem Would the 
the better part or 4 72 


185050 yori have recive finow, * 
Why to 


weakness and folly’ wold not be 


0 another, snd indicates # Kind ott tear which 


with se ¢lemen’ Of ‘your’ 
— ‘but talled to ate Away’) or 
te feather and ostim a” 
wine OF if not my duty ton srepr 
belied ft be true. Te W the’ best 
y way something yee. No ddudt fou, Me 
being, End that sémetinie he will be ‘called’ dpon "to — 
Here below; therefore; how eareful be should be how he treats sncréd tatters, 
dure the teachings die xi ven, or he ber. of ath 
other than ‘by the ol the great G 


without any further instructions from the heavens. You thank a 
10 the ight in ise, therefore we can tow do without: the that wis 
needed in the dark "Stich a men would be ‘quite wite thos’ who way : 
— ahd every min has his enses bhimself, there- 
ne revelation 18 not needed now; we can do witWout the 
a pepe in the ol Nosh thought that. of S. 
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ohr levtare. For bone known “perbape to yourself; you did net challenge, 
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and Gomorrah, Tyre and Sidon, the Cities of the Plains, and even the Jews said so, and 
- what their fate was you knew. But Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Joshua, Issiah aad 
all the Prophets, Peter and alb the Apostles and Saints in all ages looked for, expected, 
and received new revelation-to guide them aright in all things. You would do well to 
read the Scriptures more, and believe them when you do read. —— 
vome construcmom on the words to suit your own views, for ‘holy men of old wrote aed 
poke as they ve moved upon by the Holy Ghost,” and God is his own interpreter, 
and He will make it plain. „The spirits of the Prophets are subject to the Prophets,” 
and the Spirit uf Ged taketh of the things of God, and revealeth them unto man, which 
Spirit you annot o tain until with humility of heart you obey the Gospel, not as trading 
‘preachers teach it, but as it was taught and practiced by our Savior and His authorized 
Apostles. You -hould have faith in Jesus as the only Redeemer, which would mean te 
delieve all He ever taught or may teach: then you should repent of all sin and wrongs 
_ as fast as you discover them, including false doctrine and wrong teaching; believe in and 
submit to the sacred ordinance of baptism, by one having authority, for the remission of 
ins, that yon may be prepared for the gift of the Holy Ghost, which will be given by the 
lay ng on of the hands of those who are authorized go to do. Then through humility 
prayer and faithfulness, you may ask and receive. Do not think you have or can have 
the Spirit of God without obedience to His Gospel. You may be actuated by an evil. 
spirit, and not know the difference. ‘No man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth 
Jesus accursed.” But the evil spirit will and does prompt men to sneer, ridicule and 
dispute the words of eur Lord and His authorized servants in all ages. However wise or 
learned men may be, it is impossible for them to conceive a better or surer plan of saving 
and exalting the human family, than the one Christ has given. Paul said, Though we, 
or an angel from heaven, preach any other Gospel unto you than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him be accursed.” What position, then, do men stand in who not 
‘enly preach another Gospel, but ridicule and treat with contempt the one that was 
taught by Christ and His appointed Apostles and other authorized servants? A false 
religious system, no matter by what name it may be called, is.as useless for the purpose 
of salvation as atheism itself. The Apostle John wrote, He that abideth not in the 
doctrine of Christ, hath not God.” How, then, can men obtain salvation without God? 
How, then, can any one be justified in preaching all manner of creeds and doctrines con- 
trary to the word of God, and opposed to the teachings of the Son of God and the testi- 
mony and practice of His inspired Apostles? Jesus commanded. them, saying, Go ye 
into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved ; but he that believeth not shall be damned.” And in order that 
the people may know the difference between His true Gospel and the doctrines of un- 
inspired, learned men, who preach for hire and divine for money, he further said : “‘ And 
they 

shall speak with new tongues; they shall take up serpents ; and if they drink any deadly 
ching it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick and they shall recover.” 
And if you will read the Acta of the Apostles, you will find that the Lord meant what 
He said, for He worked with them, and confirmed their words by the signs following. 
These signs were the first fruits of the Gospel, and Paul, after being baptized and 
receiving the spirit of the Gospel, and testifying to its truth and power, said:. Now 
_ concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant“ Seek earnestly 
dhe best gifts.“ Covet to prophesy, and forbid not to speak with tongues.” Toone is 
given the gift of prophecy, to another the gift of healing, to another the gift of tongues, 
to another the interpretation of tongues, to another wisdom, to another knowledge. All 
chess gifts were given by the Spirit of God, together with Apostles, Prophets, Evangel- 
. ists, Pastors and Teachers, for the work of the ministry, the, building up of the Church, 
the edifying of the Saints, and to prevent them from being tossed about by every wind 
of doctrine. Then to go on to perfection, and add to their faith. knowledge, patience, 
virtue, temperance, brotherly kindness and charity. Not much like Methodism, this; 
but very like Mormonism” indeed, -.The Scriptures contain many predictions of what 


> 
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the Lord intends to do upon the earth in the latter days, such as setting up His King- 
dom never more to be thrown down, the re-organization of His Church as in former 
times, the gathering of latter-day Israel, the building up of the cities of Zion, the gather- 
ing conversion of the Jews, and the uniting of the living and the dead, thus 
throne of David and give laws to all nations. He is a weak man who thinks he can pre-. 
vent the Lord of heaven and earth doing what He has designed to do for the salvation 
of His people, by lectures or auti - Mormon” yarns of any kind. 

Let me now, in conclusion, bear my personal testimony to you concerning this great 
latter-day work. I told you, in the early part of this letter, that I have been acquainted 
with the Mormon” Church and people thirty-eight years. I first heard the Gospel 
preached in its fullness in 1844; the year that Joseph and Hyrum Smith were so crmelly 
murdered by mobs, encouraged and led by Methodist and other preachers. - After being 
_ baptized, and receiving the gift of the Holy GLost by the laying on. of the hands of the 
Enders, and continuing to watch and pray, I am justified in saying that God has blestéd 
me much, and given me much light, which, if you wish to test, come to Coventry nud do 
“go. I have also been a witness to the gift of tongues and the interpretation of tongues. 
T have seen the power of God made manifest in the healing af the sick ; also the upirit ot 
propheoy resting on the young and old, and years after have seen those prophecies ful- 
filled to the very letter. These things prove to me that Ged lives, and that He is the 
tame yesterday, to-day and forever, that He has spoken from the heavens and com- 
menoed His great work which will surely be accomplished, and all he weed ta 
peoples, sects and parties shall serve Him, and all the learned men in the world 
‘vetand or prevent the accomplishment of His 

win an due respect, Tam, ete., tol ad 
| Taomas Wins, 
| Eider inthe Saint Oherch 

P.S.—Itis my intention to publish theve lettors. T. W. 


_ ARRIVALS.—The followiug uamed missionaries arrived here on the eve- 
—— of the 1st inst., per S. S. Wiscunsin: John Reeve, Martin Christopherson, 
Daniel K. Brown, Wm. S. Geddes, John Wink, Charles J. Christensen, Ole 
‘Sorensen, Henry W. Attley, Nelse Peterson, Lars Fred. Swalberg, Wm. D. 
Williams, John A. Druce, Henry Norman, Gottlieb Hirschi, August Svensep. 
They had a pleasant passage and arrived in good health. Eight of them, 
destined for the Scandinavian Mission, left immediately for their field of 
labor. 


RELEASES AND APPOINT TMENTS.—Bishop Orson F. Whitney, 
Presideuts Geo. C. Parkinson and William W. Hunter, and Elder Henry W. 
Brown, are released to return home with 'the June 20th company; and 
John P. Wood to go home in charge of a small e ol Saints from 
Iceland, sailing on the 2nd. 
| Elder Willard F. Smith is released from his labors in the Leeds Coofereece, 
and appointed to preside over the Liverpool Conference. - 

Eider Wm. Jex is appviatod tw succeed Elder W. W. Runter in the 
Presidency of the Norwich Conference. 

Elder Geo, Perry is releused from tlie Liverpool and appointed 
to labor in the Bristol Conference. 

Ot the newly arrived missivnaries, Elder Wm. S. Geddes is assigned to the 
Glasgow Conference, Eider John Reeve to the Norwich Conference, Elder 
H. W. Attley to the Leeds Conference, Elders W. D. Williams = meng 
Druce to the Liverpool Conference. 
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A 8. K. Broadbent, editor of the Isle of Man Traminer, has our thanks for 


Tien 


ing in his paper of May: 26th a full and fair account of our meeting held 
Dongles on the- evening of the 20th, without comments, and alao for the 
iémeertion of the letter of Elder Geo. C. Lambert, in which he expressed his 
personal feelings in regurd to the treatment we received from a certain class 
‘of ‘citizens who were opposed to the preaching of the Gospel in Douglas. 

The Isle of Man Times of the same date also contains a detailed and truth- 
ful report of the meeting on its third page, for which we feel daly grateful. 
For che justice the editor has done us in publishing that, we are quite willing 
to forgive him for therslurs upon our religion which appear in an article on 
the next page. On/theishole this last mentioned article is not so very bads 
though evidently written. by one who was prejudiced against us. He says: 

I was one of those who was led, partially from curiosity, and partly from a wish te 
to hear what an Apostle and three Elders could find to say in defence of the doctrine of 
the community who modestly delight to style themselves Latter-iay Saints,” to attend 
the meeting in question. My first impression certainly was that, whatever they might be 
-teligiously, that physically, at least, they were four excellent specimens of well-developed 
@anhood. The proceedings were commenced by singing and prayer, followed by an 
eee Elders, a Mr, West. He is one of the most, fluent speakers that 
‘I have ever listened to; his knowledge of the Soriptures is extraordinary, quetation. after 
“quotation from Holy Whit flowing from his lips apparently without an effort.“ 

Mona’s Herald of the 23rd ult. also contains a summary of the proceedings 
which we sppreciate for its fairness The writer says of Brother West’s 


of the were identical 
with the doctrines of the Mormon Church. The spesker dealt with the primary doctrines 
of Christiauity in a logical and evidently well-considered: manner, taking up the points 
way Which dhowed bis of the'Goupel.” 

The writer further says: 


During the delivery of Mr. Smith's address he was treated in away which all 
2 Epithets of a most uncomplimentary character--ridiculous, and, in 
instances. almost obscene; questions—were. levelled at the representatives of the 
Mormon Church. Mr. Johnson—during a comparative lull in the storm—addressed 
himself to the gentlemen on the platform, and challenged them to hold e public discussion 
ich him. This challenge was immediately accepted. ‘The meeting was then brought te 
a close. The Mormons left the platform, and their departure was 4 signal for a scene 
‘which, occurring in s Christian country, on a Sunday night, was disgraceful iu the ex- 
eine. Threating gestures and vile language were indulged in, and one of the Elders 


.Geelared that he had never before — 
civilized people.” if 
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A communication in the same paper from a correspondent who hides behind 

“the nom de-plame “ No Mormonism is a curious mixture, He considers 
after the many sore trials and punishments which have been bestowed on 

Saints visiting this Island i in years. gone by, they must be bold men indeed to 
again visit the town.” He next endeavors to cast odium upon Mr. Broad- 
bent, a Wesleyan local preacher,” for accompanying three of the Elders in 
viewing some of the sights of the Island. Then he charges us with being 

ready at the meeting “to preach about anything and everything but Mormon- 

am, and simply filling up the time till ten o clock; declares that had it 
mot been for the presence of the police, there is no doubt that the Saints 

„would have been roughly handled,” and finally winds up by recommending 

the authorities te prevent the discussion “and inform the Mormon Suints 

that their presence on this Island is not at all desired.” 
In a communication in the same paper, from Mr. J oseph Johnson, the 
challenging party, he says: 

' “ Owing to a considerable amount of interest at the present moment on ae 
MNMormonism, and being anxious to compromise the disappointment, I applied for the use 
et the Hall fer the delivery of a lecture on Mormonism by myself, without discussion, on 

Sunday evening, but was refused. I am sorry for this, as I deem it most needful that 
information on the subject of Mormonism should be wide-spread.” 
Ot course he is quite competent to give information upon the subject of 

Mormonism,” much more so than the “Mormons” themselves, at least- in 
“his own estimation, for while the“ Mormons” were doing their best to ex- 

Plain to the people of Douglas “Mormotism” as they understood it, he con- 
tinually interrupted them, showing that he, like No Mormonism” before 
quoted, knew a great deal more about the subject than they could tell. He is 

About as competent a witness on that subject as the accusers of the Savior 

vers on the question as to whether He was the Son of G d or not. 

The Manx Sun contains a scurrilous and most libelous article on the 
character and history of the Latter-day Saints, the style of which is very 
much like that of the chief disturbers at the meeting which we held there. 

The intelligent readers will not fail to notice the animus of this writer, arid 

though they may be misled by the statements he makes as to the history of the 

“Saints, which ‘are a tissue of falsehoods from beginning to end, they will 
“readily see the fallacy of his reasoning as to the character of the people who 
“embrace “Mormonism.” This is the only point we care to allude to, for his 
stories about the origin of the Book of Mormon and the revelation on celestial 
marriage are so old and have been so often exploded that they are unworthy 
of notice. He intimates (and a similar assertion was made by one of our 

opponents at the meeting in Douglas) that the converts to “Mormonism” are 

‘weak-minded persons. He also says that they “are gathered from the most 
irreligious and uneducated portions of the population, and from that portion 
‘which are being either neglected by those who ought not to neglect them, ur 

being set in a recalcitrant manner against any efforts put forth for their good, 

“are naturally an easy prey to one kind of deceiver or another.“ As to weak- 
minded persons becoming converts, those who witnessed the opposition we 
met with in Douglas, which was a sample of what the Saints have always had 

“to meet ftom bigots, can judge whether weak-minded persons would be likely 
“to face that and ‘cling to their religion. So far from the Latter-day Saints 
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- being weak-minded persons generally, they are pre-eminently strong minded, 
persons capable of acting and thinking for themselves, persons who are willing 
to sacrifice friendship; popularity, worldly prospeets, ties of, home, associations 
of kindred and even life itself for the sake of principle. They are persons who 
arc independent and strong-minded enough to face the scorn and ridicule of 
‘the world, suffer persecution and have their characters maligned aud their 
motives misrepresented before the whole world rather than do violence to 
- their conscience or relinquish their convictions. Weak-minded persons are 
not generally in the habit of striking out alone to stem the popular 
eurrent, and clinging to that course, “sink or swim, live or die.” Weak- 
minded persons fear opposition; they shrink from a conflict; they go with the 
majority; they drift with the tide; they depend upon other and stronger 
minds doing the thinking and planning for them; they have no stability; 
they lack persistence ; they are easily turned from their course; they are 
“tossed about by every wind of doctrine.” Now, do the Latter-day Saints 
represent a people of this kind? Their whole history proves to the 
contrary. No reasonable person at all acquainted with their history 
would think of attributing to them such a quality. They are not in the 
majority. They are but a small and very unpopular minority, as the 
chosen people of God generally have been in other ages. For fifty-three 
years they have struggled against the greatest odds to maintain 
their existence. as a people, for. they have been assailed on all hands 
Nor have they acted simply on the defensive either; but they have been 
aggressive in a moral sense, as their wonderful growth amply proves. They 
have been driven from their possessions, hunted like wild beasts, and had all 
manner of suffering and privation inflicted upon them by their enemies on 
account of their religion, when a simple denial of that which, they had 
_ testified to, or a relinquishment of their faith, would have secured them per- 
fect immunity, They have been ever ready and willing to make the greatest 
personal sacrifices for the advancement of the cause in which they are 
engaged. As proof of this, witness the response to the calls made upon them 
to go forth as missionaries. Chosen indiscriminately from the ranks of the 
people, without previous training for the ministry, they leave their families 
_and business, and at their own expense, and without hope of earthly reward, 
y they go forth to the various nations and labok for years, seeking to make 
_ known the principles of their religion, that others may embrace them and 
enjuy the benefits thereof. In this labor they meet with little encouragement 
from the world, and a great deal of opposition. They find the learning, the 
_ prejudice and the bigotry of the world arrayed against them, but we do not 
hear of their becoming frightened and giving up the task. On the contrary, 
they continue to struggle with a pertinacity that bespeaks anything but 
_ weakness of mind. In further proof of what we assert, witness the Latter- 
day Suints in their western home, almost every man a pioneer, disregarding 
the conventional grooves of older settled countries, spreading out, redeeming 
the desert, conquering nature itself, and sinking selfish feelings to a greak 
extent in the predominating. desire for the good of the whole community. 
Are these evidences of weakness of mind! Quite the reverse. Weakness of 
. mind j is never marked by pioneering enterprise, by noble acts of self-denial 
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and philanthropy, and by undying devotion to principle. But it is very 
frequently manifested by selfishness, by bigotry, by intolerance, by a refusal 
of the right of frae speech and a fear of being misled; by oppressing the 
weak, and by joiving in the popular clamor against an innovator or reformer; 
and so it was manifested by those who opposed us in Douglas. A strong- 
minded person Is not afraid to “ prove all things, and hold fast that which is 
good.” He is willing to accept of truth from whatever source it comes. 
And if this is true of any people it is of the Latter-day Saints. Call them 
deluded enthusiasts or fanatics, if you like, but never call them weak minded, 
and expect any person to believe it; for the libel is too flagrant. As to the 
assertion that the Latter-day Saints are gathered from the most irreligious 
and uneducated portions of the population,” we will say that if judged by the 
standards which the people of the world set up, many of those who embrace 
“ Mormonism’ are irreligious. They are people who have become disgusted 
with the sanctimonious mockery and pretense of so-called Christians, whom 
they see having a form of godliness, but denying the power ther of,“ and 
from such they have turned away, according to the injunction of Paul. But 
when these people heard the true Gospel preached as it was anciently, “they 
received the word gladly” and tried to live in conformity with it. Fh of them 
it is true, have any education to boast of, but what little they have is of « }-racti- 
cal kind. They are not like the people of the world general y, ever le.rning, 
and never able to come to a knowledge of the truth.” They expect to udvance 
in knowledge too, and become better educated, while those who ure opposed 
to them “shall proceed no further, for their folly shall be manifest uno all 
men.” The Saints are striving to educate their children also, and they have 
an assurance that through obedience to the laws of God, their posterity will 
be strong-minded and intelligent enough to defend and bear off the principles 
of truth and justice and religious liberty, when all others seek to trample 
them beneath their feet. The Saints are engaged in a work which will re- 
generate mankind. 


FINANCIAL MATTERS.—We fear some of the Conference Presidents 
have been too lax for some time past in the matter of selling Stars, Jour- 
Hals, and books on credit. Some of the Conferences have thereby become 
considerably involved at this office. We see no reason why the prepayments 
system should not be adopted by the Saints generally in dealing with their 
‘Conference Presidents. The latter would thereby be relieved from an 
‘unpleasant responsibility, and the people would find it just as easy for them 
in the end as the present system. It perhaps can not be adopted all at once, 
but we would recommend the Saints to pay up their back indebtedness to the 
Conference Presidents as soon as possible and then try to advance the means. 
for their subscriptions to the Star and Journat, and for any books they 
may wish to purchase, rather than have them sent on credit. We also feel to 
urge the Conference Presidents to do their best to settle up their book accounts 
at this Office immediately and keep them as nearly square as possible bere- 
after. It is our intention to publish at the end of the present month, accord- 
ing to the custom which has been pursued in years past, the balance des this 
‘Office from each Conference on Book Account. Every Conference should feel 


a pride in making as good a showing as possible. 
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ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 
— 0 
THE WORK IN HOLLAND en Antes BAPTISMS. 
Elder P. J. Lammers, writing ſrom Deventer, Holland, May goth, says: 


a Four more persons have been lately added to the Church in this region, and two 
new fields of labor opened. One place is the capital city Groningen, where we have 
never had any Church members before. I have had quits a time with the sect called 
Baptist Christians. A boatman who had promised to join that Church happened to 
‘come in contact with one of our brethren, and on hearing the true Gospel explained, was 
led to embrace it. Two church members were immediately sent to point out to him the 
_error of bis ways, but unexpectedly I was there to convince them of their false church, 
which had no power unto salvation, and they were upright enough to acknowledge that 
there was a great ‘ missing link’ with them. One of them is still inquiring into our 
principles. Then up came their minister with all the force of his position, and I had a 
conversation with him which lasted about two hours, and resulted in his shame and con- 
fusion and in my strength and consolation. One of the new converts is a toll-gatherer, 
twenty-seven years of age. I have not seen a person more full of rejoicing and thanks- 
.giving to the Lord than he is, and I think he will in time make a good missionary.” 


NOTE FROM. THE CHALLENGER—PREACHING IN THE ISLE OF WIGHT— 
RUDELY RECOGNIZED AS “MORMONS’—LIBERAL FEELING IN 
NEWPORT—INTEREST AWAKENED AT RYDE. 


President Jos. A. West, writing to us from Southampton, May 28th, sends 

us the following note written to him from Douglas, Isle of Man, on the 24th, 
‘by the man — challenged him to meet in discussion: 

„Mr. J. 4. Wes 

Dran Sm, "I take the earliest opportunity toinform you that the Masonic Hall is 

refused for any meeting connected with Mormonism—either now or at any other time. 

As there is no other room available, you must exercise your own discretion relative to 
your visit. Perhaps it would be best to postpone it until the season is over. 

** Yours obediently, 
„Jos. Jounson.” 

Brother West also adds: 

On my return to London I found that Elder Wm. H. Wright had been awaiting me 
just a week, so having previously assigned him to Hampshire, I designated the Isle of 
“Wight as his immediate field of labor, and he at once took his departure for Portsmouth. 
I met him there on the following day, 
with the Saints, 

On Friday morning, in company with Elders Wright and Willoughby (the 1 
named having recently reported for duty after a visit among his friends), I embarked for 
‘Ryde, the metropolitan town of the Isle of Wight. Arriving there at twelve am., we 
at once began to look for a public hall in which to hold meeting on the following 
We son succeeded in renting, at a moderate charge, a rather elegant and spacious hall 

wight in the centre of the city, and then proceeded to advertize our meetings. We placed 
\& two-square advertisement in the Isle of Wight Observer, announcing that three Mor- 
Aon Filders from Salt Lake City, would hold special religious services in the Victoria 
„at Ul Am., and 3 and 8 p.m., on the Sunday following, and ordered from the 
of. Wight News office 1,000 handbills, 500 of which we arranged to have folded in 
EN issue of that paper, then going to press. The other five hundred we subseque 
distributed ourselves, principally on the Sabbath day, between the morning, afternodn 
‘Sand evening meetings. 
At four p.m. on Friday abe having completed all our arrangements, we started 
for Newport, the principal, or largest inland town on the island. The day had been one 
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ol beautiful cloudless sunshine; the alr was balmy- filled with the fragrance of numerous 
fields of flowers; the country roads, which had been recently dampened by the desoend- 
ing dews, were cool and delightful ; and as for the landscape, a veritable paradise could © 
not have presented a greater wealth of varied and endless beauty. The summits of the 
loftier hills were crowned with stately forest trees, while the intervening vales were 
filled with the richest and rarest verdure. Such were our surroundings as we strolled 
leisurely on, deeply meditating upon the wondrous beauty of the scene, when all of a 
sudden we were awakened from our reverie by a distant shout, that seemed to emanate 
from a dozen tongues, and to give forth the uncertain sound of ‘Marmum ” ‘ Marmum ” 
At first we knew not what it meant, but as we looked in the direction whence it came, 
and saw a number of respectably dressed men in a receding carriage, swinging their silk 
hats and shouting vehemently to us, we knew that we were recognized, and that they 
were calling us ‘Mormons!’ They kept up the shouting for some moments, when we 
stepped into the middle of the road and doffed our hats. At this they ceased their 
tumult, bowed respectfully and passed quietly on. As we had never been there before, 
and our Elders have not labored on the island for upwards of twenty years, it will per- 
haps always remain a mystery by what power of discernment or divination we were 
known. 

“From Wooton Bridge, a little village three-and-a-half miles from Ryde, we tracted’ 
the entire country district as far as Newport, leaving a tract at every house but one, 
where it was refused by an aristocratic old gentleman, the owner of a large estate, on the 
plea that he never * bothered with such matters.“ I remarked that he, in common with 
the humblest of mankind, had a soul to save, but he still declined with thanks, remark- 
ing that I was engaged in a noble and worthy cause, but he did not think my laberde 
could profitably be applied to him, with which we parted. We arrived at Newport at 
8 p.m., and after looking around for a place to hold an open-air meeting, we applied to 
the inspector of police for permission. This being granted, we repaired to the market 
place, and taking a position upon the elevated pedestal of the drinking-fountain in the 
centre of the square, sang a hymn, opened with prayer and began. By this time quite a 
crowd had assembled, and had it not been for the conduct of a drunken soldier, we 
would have had the attention of many more. As it was, we were listened to with respect 
by. a hundred or more, many of whom received tracts from us at the close of the. meeting: 

Wo found comfortable lodgings with two families of the Primitive Methodist per- 
suasion, to whom we talked ‘Mormonism’ until nearly midnight, and next morning 
searched the village for a public hall in which to hold meetings on Sunday ‘week. We 
called upon a lady having two in charge, and from her received permission to use one ot 
them free of rent. We also made application for another and larger hall, which the 
gentleman in charge of said he thought we could get for another occasion, also free of rent. 
With these arrangements we left the village. During the night rain had fallen quite, 
copiously, and at the time of our departure it was still descending in torrents ; but our 
arrangements at Ryde required us to be back that afternoon, so we had no alternative | 
in about two-and-a-half 


Sunday morning we held forth to a small audience composed . 
who had come from Portsmouth. In the afternoon a few more assembled, and 
evening we had quite a respectable audience. How much good we have done, th teat, 
alone will develop, but certain it is that quite a spirit of enquiry has been awakened in | 
the minds of many who were present, a dozen or more of whom remained for some tima, 
after the meeting was over, asking respectful and pointed questions upon the various 
pitndiples advanced. Some of them followed us to our lodgings, and upon debi, 
requested Elders Wright and Willoughby to meet them at a designated, plage op 
esday evening. 
esterday Elder Atkins and I left by steamer for this place, and will meet with the” 
Saints here this evening. We alse hold meeting at Portsmouth on Thursday, and will” 
hold stich’ othe! meetings elsewhere in this district as time and opportunity will permit. 
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Brothers Wright and Willoughby will remain on the Isle of Wight and endeavor to 
pen up that field, from which our Elders and most of 


NORWICH CONFERENCE. 
— — 


Merrixes of the Norwich Conference were held in the Latter-day Saints’ Church, 
Chapel Street, Lowestoft, on Sunday, May 27, 1883. 

‘There were present on the stand: Apostle John Henry Smith, President of the Euro- 
pean Mission; Elder W. W. Hunter, President af, and John England and William 
Jex, Traveling Elders in the Norwich Conference. 

The meeting was called to order at 10.30 am., and after prayer by Elder W. Jex, 
President Hunter called upon the Elders and Branch Presidents to report their various 
Districts and Branches. 

Elder John England reported the Lowestoft District in a pretty — condition, 
and bore his testimony to the organization of the Church ef God on the earth in these 
last days with all its former gifts and blessings. 

Elder Wm. Jex expressed his thankfulness for the privilege of being called to leave his 
mountain bome and return as 9 missionary to his native land. He bore his testimony 
that Joseph Smith was a Prophet of God, and an instrument in His hands of ushering in 
the dispensation of the fullnéss of times. nen of gathering 
im fulfillment of the holy Scriptures. 

Brother Jarman reported the Lowestoft Branch as — 40 members, of whem > 
five were Elders, three Teachers and one a Deacon. He also bore testimony to the 
restoration of the Gospel. 5 

Brother Stafford, President of the Wymondham Branch, spoke briefly upon the prin- 
eiples of the Gospel. 

Brother Thompsen reported the Norwich Branch as being partly disorganized, the 
Saints but few and scattered, but seme of them very good people, alive to their duties 
and possessing the spirit of gathering. 

After a brief-exhortation from President Hunter, the benediction was pronounced by 
Apustle J. H. Smith. 

On re-assembling at 2.30 p.m., prayer was offered by Elder John England, and the 
Sacrament administered by Elders Charles Jarman and William Colby. 

President Hunter then presented the general authorities of the Church, and the Travel · 
ing Elders of the Norwich Conference, who were unanimously sustained by the people. 
Apostle J. H. Smith explained that President Hunter was about to be released to return 
home, and proposed Elder Wm. Jex as his successor in office, which nomination was 
heartily sustained. ‘Che remainder of the time was occupied by President Smith in dis- 
eoursing upon the principles of the Gospel, the condition of the Saints in Utah, etc., and 
exhorting his hearers to faithfulness in the cause of God. 

Benediction by Elder Wm. Jex. | 

The evening meeting commenced at 6.30 p.m., with prayer by President Smith, after 
which President Hunter and he occupied the time in speaking upon a variety of subjects 
eonnected with the Gospel and the duties of the Saints, and closed with benediction by 
Hider England. 

The meetings were well attended by Saints and strangers, some of the Saints having 
eome from distant places, and all were highly pleased and edified. 

On Monday afternoon a social tea meeting, and in the evening an entertainment con- 
sisting of songs and recitations, were held in the hall, largely attended by Saints and 
strangers, and much enjoyed. | 
WILIA Corr, Clerk ef Conference. 
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UTAH NEWS. 
f Summarized from Territorial Papers. 2 
— 
Dull times are aan of in Cache Valley. en 
August Wilcken has returned to Salt Lake City from his mission to Mexico 
The Unity Club of Salt Lake City has donated $200 to the Deseret 
Hospital. 
Business has been slack at Park City for some time ones to Ge almost 
impassable condition of the roads. 


There is a strong feeling of opposition on the part of citizens, to the benden | 
of oil warehouses in Salt Lake City. 

A great many new and substantial buildings are being erected in Salt Lake 
City, especially about the business part. 
. H. Allred writing from Garden City, May 6th, says: “Ice still floats in 
Bear Lake, as it was so cold list winter as to freeze unusually deep.“ 


Sister Margaret T. Smoot, the wife of President A. O. Smoot, a very estim- 
able lady, and well known throughout the Church, has been stricken with 


paralysis, 

\A fire which occurred in Salt Lake City on the 7th ult. through a little boy 
playing with matches, partly * Jas. W. nne Loss, 
250 to 3300. 

The Hawaiian Saints of Salt Lake City are to havea meeting every Sunday 
morning hereafter, with preaching in their own language, at the residence of 
Brother Kaulainamoku. 

There is a prospect of work being renewed on the Salt Lake and Western 
Railway, and of its being pushed through to California and amalgamated with 
the Union Pacificand Utah Central, thus giving one company the control of a 
through road frum Omaha to San Francisco. 

Hon. John T. Caine has resigned the offices of Recorder and Auditor of 
Public Accounts for Salt Lake City, to which he has been elected for four 
successive terms, and recommended Heber M. Wells, his assistant, to the 
City Council as his successor. Brother Caine also proposes not to accept of 
remuneration from the city for his services since the date of his election te 
the office of Delegate to Congress. 

Fort Cameron, the lately-abandoned military post, near Beaver, in building 
which, the U. S. government expended about $200,000, was recently purchased 
by President J. R. Murdock and other citizens of Beaver for the sum of $5,800. 
It is pleasantly situated, the buildings are commodious and well appointed, 
and will doubtless serve well for the purpose for which they are now designed, 
in which to establish an educational institution for the Territory. 

The work on the Logan Temple is progressing nicely. The plastering in the 
main building is all finished and the plasterers at last accounts were engaged 
in the towers at the east and west ends of the building. The carpenter work 
is also well advanced, and commands the admiration of all who see it for its 
excellent finish. An eastern architect who lately inspected the building, 
pronounced the work equal to anything of the kind he ever saw. 


